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Australia: The multicultural society

The history and development of Australia, the world’s smallest continent and largest island, have been greatly influenced by its remoteness from both Britain and the Western world, as well as by its own vast interior distances. Since the first European settlements in Botany Bay over two hundred years ago, Australia has grown into multicultural society where nearly 90 percent of the population consists of urban dwellers. Geographically a part of Asia, politically a part of the British Commonwealth, and culturally a diverse mix of traditions from around the world, Australia is still finding and shaping its identity. 

Of Australia population of 18.5 million, 40 percent are first or second generation migrants, mostly from Europe, New Zealand, and Asia. Melbourne is the world’s third largest Greek city after Athens and Tessaloniki, and has large Turkish, Chinese, Italian, Macedonian, and Vietnamese communities as well. While much of the aboriginal population of Australia lives in the north, the Koorie are enjoying a renaissance of culture in the south. A vibrant center for the arts, Melbourne is known for its festivals, theatre, music, cinema, and visual arts, all of which are shaped by its multicultural influences. 

A) COMPREHENSION
1.- Indicate whether the following statements are true or false. Justify your answers.
a) Australia is one of the largest islands in the world

b) Australia’s history has been influenced by its geographical situation.

c) European people arrived in Australia in 1500.

d) Almost 90 percent of the population in Australia live in cities.

e) Aborigines live in the north of Australia.

2.- Answer these questions in your own words

a) Why is Australia a multicultural society?

b) Where did the first Europeans settle?

c) What’s the relationship between Australia and Britain?

d) What’s the relationship between Melbourne and Greece?

e) Who are the Koorie?

3.- Find words or phrases in the text with these meanings?

a) wide separation

b) huge

c) settlers

d) native Australian people

e) rebirth

B) PRODUCTION:

Write a composition (100 WORDS) Choose ONE of the following options. Specify your option.
a) What do you think about migration?

b) Is Spain a multicultural society? Why
